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Buster Ledford

Built like a transférmer & a person who transformed

he blue, two-foot tall block
Twords on the back wall

say, “There are no dumb
questions.”

And they’re the first thing |
notice when I walk into Buster
Ledford’s classroom.

I’m a sophomore at Indepen-
dence High, and I’'m scared.

Scared because, well, because
I’'m a sophomore — and most
sophomore boys
are pretty much
scared all the
time.

Of girls —
should I ask her
to go “Scorting”

Jonathan Phipps in my ‘85 Escort
(Actually, it’s my mom’s car)?

Of wearing the wrong things
— my Bruce Springsteen Tee? My
parachute pants? My Reeboks (I
couldn’t afford Air Jordans)?

Of my mullet not being combed
just right — business in the front,
party in the back.

Of taking “real” high school
courses for the first time — like
Buster Ledford’s Biology I class,
the class with the blue, two-foot
tall words on the wall at the back.

uster Ledford’s scary.

A Lumbee with straight jet
black hair combed across his fore-
head.

Built like a really, really, really
squat transformer.

And a former head football
coach. Gruff. No-nonsense. Say-it-
one-time-and-it-better-be-done.

So I sit there scared the first few
weeks.

But Mr. Ledford’s a really great
teacher. Really great.

He has total control in his class
so [ don’t have to be scared.

He’s ahead of his time with a lot
of the strategies he uses to help us
understand, remember.

He always shows us pictures
when he teaches concepts — a pic-
ture of a dog running in the woods
near a pond to help us remember
the characteristics of living things.
They all move. They all need food.
They all need air.

He walks around the room
carrying one of those old square
yardsticks. His pointer, his make-
my-gestures-grander, his pound-
on-the-desk when what he’s saying
really needs to be remembered.

He doesn’t hide behind his desk.

He’s funny and makes learning
about mitochondria fun.

And most of all, he’s interested
in us, cares about us, is there for us.
Only a few weeks into the se-
mester, I have an after-class ritual

— wait til pretty much everyone
else has left, walk by his desk so
I get to hear his, “See ya, Moose,
hope your day’s good.”

That’s the nickname he gives
me.

He gives each of us a nickname.
Now I’m thinking it’s probably
because he couldn’t remember our
names.

But to the sophomore-boy me,
it’s the coolest thing ever.

And that nickname sticks the
rest of high school.

So cool.

Buster Ledford’s the reason I'm
a teacher.

I take a science class from him
every year til I graduate.

I find out later he quit coaching
football because he wanted to get
back to teaching fulltime.

And I’'m so glad he did.

He gives me confidence. He’s
a great role model. He’s always
there when I need to talk.

And he changes my life.

That’s what all great teachers do.

he drawings and essays in this

publication represent hundreds
of drawings and essays our students
turned in for our My Favorite Teach-
er Art and Essay Contest.

And as you see and read the
winning entries, you’ll see these
traits repeated over and over.

These essays show again and
again and again that teachers make
such a profound difference in their
students’ lives.

Every day.

Thank you to The Lancaster
News and other businesses whose
support made this contest possible.

And thank you to the thousands
of parents and students who say
special thank you’s to teachers
across our district this week.

We have awesome, caring
teachers dedicating their lives to
helping every child succeed.

They deserve huge thank-yous.

Every day.
Jonathan Phipps

Superintendent
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Essays from Grades 9-12
She opened my eyes,showed mea career

The Teacher

Bridgett
Plexico

Programming
Lancaster High

She treated me like her son, stayed hard on me

The Teacher

Charisse

Witherseoon

Business Education
Lancaster High

Bridgett Plexico is my Pro-
gramming 1 and 2 teacher.
I took her class to learn more
about programming and get a
taste of what coding is really
like.

I walked away from Mrs.
Plexico’s class with that and so
much more.

She showed us many careers
involving programming and
working with computers in gen-
eral. If it weren’t for her, I never

uring all my years in school,

I have encountered many
teachers —some good, some bad.
I would have to say my favorite
would be Charisse Witherspoon,
who taught me most of the things
I know about today.

She helped groom me as a
student as well as a young man.
Without her consistent love and
guidance I wouldn’tbe the person
I am today.

In ninth grade when 1 first
walked into her room and heard
her voice welcome me into the

would have even
thought about being
a computer engineer.

She opened my
eyes, showed me a
career that captured

f my heart, and for
that, [ am very grateful.

Mrs. Plexico also taughtus in-
terpersonal skills. Knowing how
to talk to people and be a leader
is crucial for a successful future,
and she knows that. Everybody in

class withopenarms
and a smile, I knew
I was going to enjoy
,  that year. | remem-
\ ber when she first
\asked meifwe could
have a mother-son
relationship, which meant she
would treat me as she treated her
very own son, or we could have
a teacher-student relationship.
I knew right then I wanted to
give her permission to treat me
like my mother. When I did that,
she stayed on me hard, making

her class came out with a better
outlook on the future.

Mrs. Plexicoisn’tjustateach-
er to me. She is also a friend and
mother figure. I always left her
class with a smile on my face.

I am blessed to have a teach-
er like Mrs. Plexico. She is an
amazing teacher who taught me
so much more than her subject.

To my favorite teacher, thank
you from the bottom of my
heart.

sure my grades were up, maklng
sure my behavior was well in
class.

She even came to games and
track meets to support me with
my real mom. This great woman
has helped me and inspired me
so much that [ don’t know what I
would do without her in my life.

She pushes me and dares me to
do better in school as well as be
a better young man. This is why
this great woman is the teacher
I call my favorite and choose to
admire the most.

The Student

Cassandra
Wise

Grade 12
Lancaster High

The Student

Dontavious
Blair

Grade 12
Lancaster High

He inspired me to become a special education teacher

The Teacher

W|II|am

Celmer
History
Lancaster High

fall the teachers [ have had
since high school, there is
only one that comes to mind
when I think of my favorite.
When I first walked into his
classroom, I thought to myselfit
was going to be arough year be-
cause history ismy least favorite
subject. When William Celmer
started teaching, the material
started to come alive with his
enthusiasm and determination
to teach.
Hetakes the time to make sure

we fully understand
what he is teaching
by spending time
with us one-on-one.
He gave us a project
where we got to cre-
ate our own business,
and it made me real-
ize there’s more to it than just
running it, like there is more to
teaching that just a lesson.

Mr. Celmer cares about all of
us as students and our achieve-
ments. After completing the

class, I feel like I really grew,
not only as a student but also as
a person.

I’'m grateful for the many les-
sons he has taught me, and those
extend to beyond the classroom.

Mr. Celmer teaches us about
government and economics, but
more than that, he teaches us
more about life.

This is why he has inspired
me to continue my education
and become a special education
teacher.
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The Student

Grace
Revels

Grade 12
Lancaster High

Tracy Caldwell
Allstate

Insurance
396 Lancaster Bypass E.
Lancaster, SC
(803) 313-3103

Duncan’s

Auto Service
3867 Pageland Hwy.
Lancaster, SC
(803) 286-7023

Lancaster One
Medical
539 E. Hwy. 9 Bypass

Lancaster, SC
(803) 286-5700

Hinson’s
Trading Post
4457 Taxahaw Rd.

Lancaster, SC
(803) 285-2286

Cauthen

Motors
1276 Great Falls Hwy.
Lancaster, SC
(803) 283-4545

Lancaster
Motor
Company
1616 Charlotte Hwy.

Lancaster, SC
(803) 283-4118
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Kershaw
Builder’s
Supply
201 S. Hampton St.

Kershaw, SC
(803) 475-3775

Auto Plus
Insurance
Group
104-E Woodland
Business Park
Lancaster, SC
(803) 289-1169

LCWSD
Lancaster County
Water & Sewer District
1400 Pageland Hwy.
Lancaster, SC
(803) 285-6919
www.lcwasd.org

Hubbard
Heating &
Cooling
400 Lancaster Bypass E

Lancaster, SC
(803) 285-2665

Sistare

Carpets Inc.
1743 Great Falls Hwy.
Lancaster, SC
(803) 285-4224

Cecil Catoe

Enterprises
1375 Lynwood Dr.
Lancaster, SC
(803) 285-1511
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Essays from Grades 6-8
She helps me learn & makes it fun

The Teacher Madisoncookis She says she wants She tells me I am [EPVETE
- the best teach-

meto feel happy when  smart and can do a lot

Madison er. She helps me to I’'matschool. Welearn  of things all by myself. JJ eyt
Cook learn. She makes it more when we are She helps me read, —=
Special Education ¥4 fun, too. | happy. too. Andg\rzl c.jJkason

Andrew Jackson She lets me do my | | She sits with me on Mrs. Cook is beauti- Middle

work on the carpet be- the bus for our trips.  ful. I love her so much.
cause I don’t like desks.

She inspires me to be the best I can be

doesn’t giveuponme. who you are, nobody is perfect [FrTETID

Mrs. Secker and or ever will be perfect. Everyone -~
I have good times to-  has their own flaws, and everyone
~ getheratschool,butjust makesmistakes. Thatis whatIlove
\\ because we have good  aboutMrs.Secker—she doesn’thave

The Teacher y favorite core teacher is
. Stephanie Secker because

she always inspires me to do my
bestand to never give up on myself.
I have never been good at ELA.

I have always never been able to \ times doesn’tmeanshe  anegativeattitude towards anyone.
understand it that much. | doesn’t discipline me.  She is always so positive.
% But when [ started 8th grade, I Mrs. Secker is al- Mrs. Secker is a wonderful _
Stephanie decided to change my ways and in- ~ ways lifting people up and isnever ~ person. She is a caring, inspir- Alexis
Secker stead of not asking for help andjust ~ the one to bring them down. I have  ing, trustwortlty, loving, sweet, McClean

Language Arts failing, I started to ask questions, noticed it doesn’t matter who you  kind-hearted, and gorgeous person. P
Indian Land Middle  and Inoticed that I was doing better. ~ are —if Mrs. Secker sees you are I look up to Mrs.Secker because | gian Land Middle

Ever since elementary school —down or depressed, she is not the she inspires me to be the person

and throughout 6th and 7th grade,I ~ one to just walk away and leave I can be and to treat everyone the

have never had a good relationship ~ thenactlike she didn’t see you. She ~ way you want them to treat you.

with any of my teachers. ThenImet  is the person who will walk up to Mrs. Secker is my role model,

Mrs.Secker, and I became really you and ask what’s wrong and try  and she will always have a special

close with her. For the first time in  her absolute very best to make you  spot in my heart. Nothing could

my life, I have a good relationship ~ feel better and make sure you have  change that.

with one of my teachers. a great rest of your day. Mrs. Secker is someone you can
I feel like Mrs. Secker and 1 Mrs. Secker is not the person  alwayscounton to be there foryou.

have a good bond because she is  to tear another person down. She  And that is why Mrs. Secker is my

someone who understands me and ~ always tells me it doesn’t matter  favorite teacher.

She teaches more than English —she teacheslifelessons
t is our job to make sure we are

and entertaining in the ~ receiving my schedule. The Student
classroom by relating In class, she doesn’t just teach
situations of the text What is required to be taught, but
to situationsin the real ~ She also teaches us life lessons that
world! are interpreted through the text.
helpful, motivational, initiative, and I actually met her Mrs. Secker is a wonderful
caring. This essay means a lot to last year, when I was teacher, and I love her so much! She
p §  me; [ want to show teachers I care  in 7th grade for a service project is everything a student wants in a
Stephanie  dearly about them! in National Junior Honor Society. teacher. I am a very lucky student  Preethika

doing well in our studies!

The people who motivate us
while we are at school are our teach-
ers. Teachers at my school are very

Secker English is a subject in school [ was very eager to have her as an {0 have heras my English I teacher! Yetukuri
Language Arts  Where T struggle a bit. Stephanie  gth gradeteacher, and as luck would Grade 8
Indian Land Middle ~ Secker makes this subject so fun  haveit, 1did! I was very happy after Indian Land Middle
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Essays from Grades 3-5
He’s helped me accept no one’s the same

The Teacher

Scott
Barberio

Grade 4
Buford
Elementary

y favorite teacher is my 4th
grade teacher.

I was not happy to start 4th
grade. I struggled at first because
it was the first time 1 was going to
have a male teacher. I also knew
the older I got, the harsher other
kids could be.

Thefirstcouple weeks of school
I begged my mom to have my
class changed. I couldn’t get used
to the idea of a male teacher. My
mom, dad, principal, and teacher
all helped me work through this
and [ am so glad they did.

Scott Barberio has become my
favorite teacher to date.

He’s the first teacher to encour-
agemetoembrace my old soul. I’'m

not your normal 4th
grader. I have long
hair, and sometimes
[ getmade funofand
\ Vo calledagirl.Iloveall
\\\ | things vintage and

! cars so it’s hard for
me to find kids my age who like
the same things I do.

Mr. Barberio has helped me to
accept that no one is the same and
that it’s ok to be different and to
look different. He talks about cars
withme. He encourages my artistic
side,. Even though Isometimes get
called down in class for drawing
instead of paying attention, [ know
he is only doing it to help me.

He makes learning fun. He’s

very funny, and he speaks to me
frankly, not as an equal perhaps,
but like a young adult instead of a
child.

He helps prepare us for real life
situations and he is always willing
to go the extramile and talk outany
problems we have. He tells us we
can be anything we want to be.

All kids need a little help from
time to time, a little hope, and
someone who believes in them. I
have found this in Mr. Barberio and
that’s why he’s my favorite teacher.

As 4th grade is close to ending,
I will never forget Mr. Barberio.
All the laughs, all the things he has
taught me and most importantly,
for believing in me.

The Student

Zane
Gaskin

Grade 4
Buford
Elementary

She’s nice & helps students reach their goals

The Teacher The Student

N

Kelsey
Carter-Carnes
Grade 4

Clinton
Elementary

y favorite teacher is
Kelsey Carter-Carnes.
One reason is because she
is so nice to everyone in the
school. Forexample, when kids
do something bad, she tries to
help fix their mistakes Also, she
tries to tell them that is not
a good choice to make.
Another reason is she is
hard working. For example,
she works hard for students
to reach their goals. Also,

she works hard to
make people feel
welcome and know
\ they don’t need to
\ bescared of coming

\/ to a new school.
Mrs. Carnes
also can be funny. For exam-
ple, she does anything to put
a smile on your face. She can
make things that look and feel
boring fun—forexample, social
studies — but at the end there is

always something very fun to
do.

My last reason why Mrs.
Carnes is the best teacher
ever is that she always shows
kindness, respect, and love for
each student. For example, if
a student feels down, she tries
to help make them happy and
ready for a new day.

This is why Mrs. Carnes is
the best teacher ever!

Janelle

Ocegueda

Grade 5
Clinton
Elementary

She’s honest, modest, interesting & makes our day wonderful

Kristina
Dudla

Grade 4
Harrisburg
Elementary

y favorite teacher is

Kristina Dudla. I love all
my teachers, but Mrs. Dudla is
way above average.

There are so many good
qualities abouther thatifI could
name them all, it would take
up the whole paper. But let me
give you a couple of examples
so while you’re reading this,
you can have a glimpse into
our wonderful school day:

*  Mrs. Dudla is
humble and hon-
est. She is not the
bragging type and
\ that must be hard
\/  “when you are such
! a great teacher.
» She is modest and funny.
My teacher isn’t perfect, but
she does have some perfect
imperfections, and she makes
sure to point them out. She

relates herself to us and makes
fun of herself to make us feel
better about ourselves.

Overall, Mrs. Dudla is an
amazing teacher. They say that
school is work and a bunch
of other things, but with Mrs.
Dudla, school is fun and inter-
esting and I don’t mind being
at “work.”

Iam doing this so my teacher
can get what she deserves.
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The Student

B W

Gabrielle
Pesackis

Grade 4
Harrisburg
Elementary

Kershaw
Hardware &
Supplies
167 Shop Rd.
Kershaw, SC
(803) 475-8508

City of
Lancaster
216 S. Catawba St.
Lancaster, SC
(803) 286-8414

Blackmon
Insurance
Group
105 S. Catawba St.

Lancaster, SC
(803) 285-5433

Comporium
Www.comporium.com
1-888-403-2667

Hilda Sistare
Allen Tate

Realtors
1084 Camp Creek Rd
Suite 400, Lancaster, SC
(803) 287-2700

Winona’s
Flowers &
Gifts
3177 Pageland Hwy.
Lancaster, SC
(803) 286-0010
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Kershaw IGA
413 S. Hampton St.
Kershaw, SC
(803) 475-6888

OCEANAGOLD
Haile Operation
7283 Haile Gold Mine
Road
Kershaw, SC
(803) 475-1220

The Teacher

™~

Music
Indian Land
Elementary

Honorable Mentions
She can be sweet as honey

arrie Hodges has been my
music teacher for six amazing
years.

She is very passionate about her
job and is always excited to teach
us new things each time we enter
her classroom.

When we first walk into her
classroom, she always arranges
new fun, exciting activities all of
us will truthfully enjoy. Some of
the activities we do are recorder,

ukuleles, maracas, and
tambourines.

Mrs. Hodges has in-
spired meto joinmiddle
schoolband. Shehelped
me find my passion for
music, and I will play
the saxophone.

Mrs. Hodges can be strict but
also very sweet as honey! When
the class does not act appropri-
ately, she always gives the right

consequences to help us learn the
appropriate way to act.

Mrs. Hodges is always prepared
with recorders in case we neglect-
fully forget ours, so everyone can
still join in on the fun!

Every Tuesday, Mrs. Hodges ex-
pertly teaches a choir at our school.
She teaches us how to beautifully
sing and helps us master new songs.

Mrs. Hodges is the mostamazing
music teacher ever.

The Student

Kathleen Lin
Divis
Grade 5

Indian Land
Elementary

Seth’s Giving
Tree
Sethsgivingtree.org
(803) 285-3595

Nutramax
Laboratories
Family of Companies

946 Quality Dr.

Lancaster, SC
www.nutramaxlabs.com

The Teacher

Heather
Preddy

Grade 7
Indian Land
Middle

She cares for & helps everyone

My favorite teacher is Heather
Preddy because she is very
nice, sweet, kind, smart, wonderful,
beautiful, positive, fun, amazing,
and the most joyful teacher I could
ever ask for.

She does everything she can to
make sure everyone knows what
they’re doing and when they’re

doing it. If someone
needs help, she is up
for it. No other teacher
is better than her.

She cares for ev-
“) eryone, and when I
mean everyone, | mean
everyone. I’'m pretty

sure all of her other students could
say the same about her, too.

But when I started school, this
day seemed so far away now this
day has arrived but through her
encouragement and guidance I
feel like I’m ready for tomorrow’s
challenges.

Teachers play such an important
partandrole in shaping and guiding,
especially teachers like her. [ thank
her so much for caring as much as

The Student

Kaylie
Snxder

Grade 7
Indian Land
Middle

Kentucky
Fried Chicken
582 Lancaster Bypass W

1263 Great Falls Hwy
Lancaster, SC

9615 Charlotte Hwy
Indian Land, SC

The Teacher

Kim
Threatt

Grade 4
McDonald Green
Elementary

She makes science so fun and interesting

im Threatt is the most
ind-hearted teacher that I
know.

She is sonice, caring and friend-
ly. She always smiles and says,
“Hi” to me when I pass her in the
hallway. That makes me feel happy
and special.

She was so kind to me on the

first day of school, but
she made me feel less
nervous and very wel-
comed. I love her and
love being in her class.

I am excited to go
every week and sad
when we don’t have
school on Fridays. I loved when we

did the meal worm experiment. My
favorite part was when we made the
booklet and put our observations on
what we saw.

I love the way she teaches. She
makes science so fun and interest-
ing.

And those are some ways Mrs.
Threatt is the mostamazing teacher.

The Student

Lizzy
Walters
Grade 4

McDonald Green
Elementary

Burgess
Funeral Home
& Crematory
1800 Charlotte Hwy.
Lancaster, SC
(803) 283-2100
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The Teacher

Aida
Perdomo

Spanish
Indian Land
High

She’s a great

ida Perdomo is my second

block Spanish III teacher, ad

she has made the task of learning

a new language into something
enjoyable.

Mrs. Perdomo has taken time out

ofher schedule to help me and other

students succeed in
this class. She wants
everyone to feel the
accomplishment of
success.

You would be so
lucky to just sit in

teacher doing great things

and watch one of her classes, and
watch all the students engaged in
the learning process.

Mrs. Perdomo is an amazing
example of what Indian Land High
school has to offer —a great teacher
doing great things.

Michael
Rosacco

Grade 10
Indian Land
High
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Marsha

Art canteSt Wi“ners Patterson

State Farm

The Teacher > 4 . Y- 750 Canterbury Dr.

. ’ el ) ' Lancaster, SC 29720
(803) 285-2064

USC

Lancaster
476 Hubbard Dr.
Lancaster, SC
(803) 313-7000
usclancaster.sc.edu

Burbee Place
Early Care &
Education Center
Lancaster, SC
(803) 313-9015

Ivlllglzja o Fort Mill, SC
Grade 2 (803) 548-7420
Buford
Elementary
The Teacher ] ez ’ = o8 18 i
' B 7 —— 654 Lancaster Bypass E.

Lancaster, SC
(803) 286-7665

Michelle Stewart
Anderson Funeral
IndGi;dEaznd H Ome
Elementary 4893 Kershaw-
Camden Hwy.

The Student

Heath Springs, SC
(803) 273-8811

[ L IR Jennifer Kaydence 521 BBQ
Conor Y e Nowicki Stevenson 123 S. Main St
Long [ 7 s Ny m (B/ Grade 2 Grade 1 Lancaster, SC
- -k Erwin Elementary Erwin Elementary
Grade 2 ) \ @ -
incian Lang W%;f“**}ge SEAPISNITSANSTXAN (803} 285-9600
Elementary —
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112-C Woodland Drive, Lancaster ® 803-416-5295
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 - 5:00, Night Clinic: Mon.-Thurs. 5:00-7:00
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