––

INSIDE

My

Favorite
Teacher
Essay & Art Contest

     • Art – 2nd & 3rd place
		

Grades K-2

		

Grades 3-5, 6-8 & 9-12

     • Essay – 1st-3rd place

The

Lancaster News

• May 1, 2016

st

1
The
Student
Sara Luis
Grade 2, Harrisburg Elementary

The
Teacher
Alexis Willis
Grade 2, Harrisburg Elementary

Inside

She pushes us outside our
comfort zone

Mallory Cauthen.........................Page 3

He takes genuine interest
in students’ dreams

Alexandria Marsicovetere.......... Page 3

I’ll have her in my heart
when I graduate

Ti’Kiriah Gaston..........................Page 3

He gives me the
confidence to do my work

Joy Sabet.......................................Page 4

He’s gotten me ready to
succeed next year
Blayne Small................................ Page 4

She taught me what it
means to be an excellent
person
Avery Milhorn.............................Page 4

We share a strong love
for reading

Anna Luis.....................................Page 5

He wants us to get fit
and learn

Jessica Garcia-Mora.....................Page 5

I love how she keeps me
safe and is so positive

Evelyn Lockman..........................Page 5

Her caring is an
inspiration to me

Emmanuella Sackey....................Page 6

F.A.B.U.L.O.U.S. is an
acronym for all she is

Annabeth Adams........................Page 6

She’s my favorite because
she always cares for us

Jennifer Flores..............................Page 6

Art contest winners

Sara Luis....................................... Cover
Zane Gaskin.................................Page 7
Tanner Gaskin..............................Page 7
Jordan Annett...............................Page 7

Page 2

Here’s what students
think makes a great teacher

O

ur students paint a pretty good picture of what
they believe makes a
teacher great in the essays in
this year’s My Favorite Teacher
Art & Essay Contest.
Our students describe their
favorite teachers and describe
the relationships and strong
bonds they create during the
course of a school year.
These great teachers “take
a genuine interest in the aspirations and potential of students,” are
“willing to do whatever
it takes to get students
to succeed” and possess
“immense work ethic.”
These great teachers
give students “confidence,” “encouragement,” “compassion,”
and teach them “life lessons.”
I too am impressed with the
way our teachers push themselves and their students to
greatness. I love our teachers’
never-give-up attitudes and
their genuine passion for helping children excel.
And I applaud our teachers
for constantly searching for
new ways to reach our students
and help them succeed.
A great teacher encourages
I watch our teachers push discouraged students to work harder, to achieve more, to believe in
themselves and their abilities.
One student writes that she is
inspired when her teacher “advises us to devote ourselves
to all of the aspects that life
presents and go outside of our
comfort zones.”
She also writes that this
teacher’s “constant encouragement to [students] to excel
in both their academic and
extracurricular lives” really

motivates her.
It’s obvious students appreciate teachers who want them to
do their best – encouragement
matters to students.

A great teacher helps
students feel secure
One student writes that her
teacher “creates a comfortable
classroom atmosphere, where
students can discuss pertinent
topics with ease.”
Another student writes that
she loves how her teacher
keeps her “safe.”
Students need and deserve
a safe place to learn, and they
appreciate teachers who set
rules for their classrooms and
enforce those rules.
A great teacher knows more
than just her students’ names
One student writes her teacher “gets to know every student
personally, which helps them
grow more than their own
minds could imagine.”
I’ve always believed teachers are more effective when
they work to connect with their
students – when they work
to understand what their students go home to each day and
what’s going on in their lives.
A great teacher inspires
One student says her teacher
“always makes an effort to
help when it is needed and inspires people to put their all in
everything.”
I appreciated teachers who
pushed me to dream big and
who found ways to help me
make those dreams reality.
My hope is that every one of
our teachers helps our students
dream that big dream and gives
them the skills they need make
that dream come true.

A great teacher makes
learning fun
One student says her teacher’s class “is full of humor, information, history and excitement, all wrapped in one.”
Another student writes that
her teacher has “an uncanny
way of making anything, no
matter how complicated or
boring, seem fun.”
We want teachers who can
engage students, teachers who
can capture a child’s imagination and help them see the magic in every topic they cover.
Most of all,
a great teacher cares
One student described her
teacher as “caring, compassionate, yet structured and
disciplined.”
Over and over, students share
the difference a caring teacher
makes in their lives.

T

he drawings and essays in
this publication represent
hundreds of drawings and essays submitted by our students.
And as you see and read the
winning entries in this year’s
My Favorite Teacher Art and
Essay Contest, you’ll see these
traits repeated over and over.
And as you read them, you’ll
see that teachers make such a
profound difference in the lives
of these students.
Thank you to The Lancaster
News and other businesses
whose support made this contest possible.
And thank you to the thousands of parents and students
who take the time to say special
thank you’s to teachers across
our district this week.
Gene Moore, Superintendent
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Essays from Grades 9-12

She pushes us outside our comfort zones
The
Teacher

Sandra
Ovalles
Spanish
Lancaster High

W

hen I entered my Spanish
class, I was opening myself up to the impact that Sandra
Ovalles would leave with me.
Mrs. Ovalles demands dedication and hard work in and out
of her classroom. She shines
light onto her students through
her constant encouragement to
excel in both their academic and
extracurricular lives.
Mrs. Ovalles serves as an
example of one who has broken
boundaries and applied herself

with immense work
ethic.
st
Before becoming a teacher, Mrs.
Ovalles lived in the
Dominican Republic
until she courageously decided to pick up her life
and move to the United States.
While she worked long hours in
a factory, Mrs. Ovalles was able
to provide for herself and better
her education. She later chose
to become a teacher so that she
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could pass down her experiences
to this generation.
Mrs. Ovalles teaches her students any dream is attainable if
they apply themselves with the
same work ethic that she has. She
continues to demonstrate this
dedication today as she works
to teach her students valuable
life lessons.
Mrs. Ovalles advises us to
devote ourselves to all of the
aspects that life presents and go
outside of our comfort zones.

The
Student

Mallory
Cauthen

David
Dudley
English
Indian Land High

J

unior year is a hectic time,
full of standardized testing,
AP classes, college searching
and growing as a contributing
member of society. Fortunately,
I have been privileged enough
to have wonderful teachers accompany me during this frenetic
time – one of them being David
Dudley.
The thing that makes Mr.
Dudley different is that he
takes genuine interest in the
aspirations and potential of his
students. He is happy to help re-

vise scholarship essays or recommend
different extracurricular programs,
and it is through
these caring acts
that he positively
influences his pupils.
He is an example of someone
who lives his lessons, because
just like the texts analyzed in
class, he too interacts with his
students on a deeper level. Mr.
Dudley creates a comfortable
classroom atmosphere, where

2

nd

students can discuss pertinent
topics with ease.
His method of teaching
incorporates student input
and introduces ideas through
thought-provoking questions
that illustrate the subject in a
different light. One can count on
Mr. Dudley to present information along with a good laugh or
to give helpful feedback on individual essays, and it is through
these small things that he creates
a big impact.

The
Student

Marie
Johnson
English
Lancaster High
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M

arie Johnson is my favorite teacher not only
because she taught me how to
be a better student, but also she
taught me how to be a better
human being. She is willing to
do whatever it takes to get her
students to succeed.
Not only does she help them
understand what they are capable
of, she also pushes them to their

absolute limit and the
outcome is nothing
rd
less than amazing.
She gets to know
every student personally which helps them
grow more than their
own minds could imagine.
I am truly blessed that she
taught me, and I will never forget
how genuinely happy she was to
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teach me. Her favorite way to end
the class would be by asking us,
“Would you like to graduate with
the Class of 2016 or 2017?”
It gave us the motivation to
work hard towards our goals and
to achieve our dreams. Now, I
will be graduating with that
saying in my head and her in
my heart.

Duncan’s
Auto Service
3867 Pageland Hwy.
Lancaster, SC
(803) 286-7023

Lancaster One
Medical
539 E. Hwy. 9 Bypass
Lancaster, SC
(803) 286-5700

Hinson’s
Trading Post
Alexandria
Marsicovetere
Grade 11
Indian Land High

I'll have her in my heart when I graduate
The
Teacher

6518 Shiloh Unity Rd.
Lancaster, SC
(803) 285-7752

Grade 12
Lancaster High

He takes genuine interest in students’ dreams
The
Teacher

Stevie Boone
Construction

The
Student

4457 Taxahaw Rd.
Lancaster, SC
(803) 285-2286

Cauthen
Motors

1276 Great Falls Hwy.
Lancaster, SC
(803) 283-4545

Lancaster
Motor Company
Ty’Kiriah
Gaston
Grade 12
Lancaster High

1616 Charlotte Hwy.
Lancaster, SC
(803) 283-4188
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Kanawha
Financial
Services

116 Woodland Dr.
Lancaster, SC
(803) 283-5556

Auto Plus
Insurance
Group

104-E Woodland
Business Park
Lancaster, SC
(803) 289-1169

LCWSD

Lancaster County
Water & Sewer District
1400 Pageland Hwy.
Lancaster, SC
(803) 285-6919
www.lcwasd.org

Cooper
Furniture of
Lancaster, Inc.
311 S. Main St.
Lancaster, SC
(803) 286-6464

Sistare Carpets,
Inc.
1743 Great Falls Hwy.
Lancaster, SC
(803) 285-4224

Essays from Grades 6-8

He gives me the confidence to do my work
The
Teacher

Eric
Zajkowski
Social Studies
Indian Land
Middle

The
Teacher

Robert
Nunnery
Language Arts
A.R. Rucker Middle

1

differently to correct the issue.
He accomplishes these things
without ever being judgmental.
This is what Mr. Zajkowski
gives me – confidence. I have
the ability to come to his class
and complete the assignments
with confidence.
I will never forget my seventh-grade history teacher, Mr.
Zajkowski. His class is different.
It’s memorable in a way I can’t
explain. Mr. Zajkowski’s class is
full of humor, information, history and excitement, all wrapped
in one.
“There is no way you can be
a perfect teacher,” Brad Henry
stated, but he has not met Eric
Zajkoswi – my all-time favorite
teacher.

The
Student

Joy
Sabet
Grade 7
Indian Land
Middle

y favorite teacher over
the years has changed,
but Robert Nunnery, my E.L.A.
teacher, has taken the title.
My recent teachers made us
read books, but I just didn’t enjoy
reading. Throughout the year,
we have read really interesting
books, and I fell in love with
reading because of Mr. Nunnery.
Right now, we are reading

Ender’s Game, and
I’m so glad we go
nd
to his class first, so
we can read another
chapter.
We have done
many projects about
books we’ve read this year, but
Mr. Nunnery lays them out for us
to make them as easy as possible,
and his projects are really fun to
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do. Mr. Nunnery also taught me
many reading and writng skills
I didn’t know of but now use.
So I would like to thank my
favorite teacher, Mr. Nunnery,
for teaching me the love of reading. When I go on to the eighth
grade, I will succeed above the
expectations. I would also like
to thank him for supporting me
on the basketball court.

The
Student

Blayne
Small
Grade 7
A.R. Rucker Middle

Shetaughtmewhatitmeanstobeanexcellentperson
The
Teacher

Paige
Johnson
Language Arts
Buford Middle
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Mr. Zajkowski always seems to
be there waiting for you with a
smile. His smile gives
you confidence, lifts
st
you up when you’re
down, and fills your
emotions with uncommon happiness. He
believes in me as well
as all his students. He never plays
favorites; we are all his favorites.
In his class, magic happens.
He explains the information in
a way that is unforgettable.
In his classroom we feel comfortable enough to ask questions,
which may be considered wrong.
Mr. Zajkowski never tries to
avoid or embarrass anyone;
instead he takes the time to explain what could have been done

He's gotten me ready to succeed next year
M

C & C Tire
Company

4139 Fork Hill Rd.
Kershaw, SC
(803) 475-6241

My favorite teacher is Eric Zajkowski. He has a way of saying
hello by just glancing at him.
He has a way of teaching that
is remarkable.
From the instant he opens his
mouth to the second he closes it,
you have learned something historic. He is my history teacher,
my friend and my role model.
Mr. Zajkowski is more than
a teacher; he is a person you
could go to with a problem, and
he would support you. He will
help you, but he will expect you
to put in the work first, before
he jumps in to help. He always
came across as someone who
cared about each student as if
they were his children.
If you need help after school

H

ave you ever taken the time
to ask yourself, “Who’s my
favorite educator?” If you ask me
that question, my answer would
be simple – Paige Johnson.
Mrs. Johnson was my seventh-grade English teacher.
She taught me not only in the
classroom but in life as well.
She was hands-down the best
teacher I’ve ever had. Coming to

school was always a
rewarding experience
because of her class.
If anyone should
deserve this award, it
is Mrs. Johnson. She
knows exactly what it
means to be a teacher: caring,
compassionate, yet structured
and disciplined.
Having had her as a teacher,

3

rd

I developed more than just an
understanding of English, I also
learned what it means to be an
excellent person.
Learning should be a good
experience for everyone, and
because of teachers like Mrs.
Johnson, that is possible everyday. You truly haven’t had an
excellent teacher until you have
learned from Mrs. Johnson.

The
Student

Avery
Milhorn
Grade 8
Buford Middle
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Essays from Grades 3-5
We share a strong love for reading
The
Teacher

Kimberly
Dow
Grade 5
Harrisburg
Elementary

I

f I were asked my favorite
teacher, my automatic answer
would be Kimberly Dow.
Mrs. Dow has an uncanny
way of making anything, no matter how complicated or boring,
seem fun. She is always positive
and enthusiastic, no matter the
situation. Mrs. Dow also finds
enjoyable activities, such as
playing math games, to help us
learn.
She has a caring attitude to-

ward everybody and
is always patient.
When I am struggling with a math
problem, she not
only helps me figure
out the problem – she also gives
me additional examples of that
type of problem to make sure
I know how to solve it in the
future. She always makes an
effort to help when it is needed
and inspires people to put their

all in everything.
I even just enjoy talking to
Mrs. Dow. Though she is my
math and science teacher, we
share a strong love for books and
reading. She is always excited to
converse about novels and share
book suggestions.
Mrs. Dow is my favorite
teacher for many reasons, but I
think my favorite things about
her are her optimistic attitude
and constant smile.

The
Student

obert Owens is my favorite teacher at McDonald
Green Elementary. He is a P.E.
teacher, and he always makes
learning fun!
Whenever we play with a
parachute, Mr. Owens throws
in little red, yellow and orange
balls that look like popcorn, and
then we shake the parachute and
pretend that we are popping pop-

corn. We get exernd cise when our arms
move while shaking
the parachute.
He also helps us
get fit. When we do
stations, we also get
exercise. He puts music on, and
he starts dancing and singing.
He can be strict sometimes,
but he is like that because he

wants us to get fit and learn.
Mr. Owens is very, very
funny! He dances and sings. He
also tells jokes and calls people
funny names. (He does not make
fun of anyone.) He always tells
us to stay healthy, respect others
and treat others right.
That is why Mr. Owens is my
favorite teacher!

The
Student

1

st

He wants us to get fit and learn
R
2
The
Teacher

Robert
Owens
Physical education
McDonald Green
Elementary

Michelle
Anderson
Grade 4
Indian Land
Elementary
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H

ave you ever had a teacher
who you absolutely admire? Well, I have, and I’d like
to tell you about her! Her name
is Michelle Anderson.
My favorite part of learning
this year is my teacher, Mrs. Anderson. She’s my Language Arts
teacher, and she makes learning
new things so much fun!
I also love the way that she
teaches us Social Studies and
how we learn about all the

historic things that
happen!
rd
I have fun every
day in her class! We
get to study on IPads.
We play Quizlet with
Scatter and a partner.
Mrs. Anderson even lets us play
board games that are educational, of course!
Next, I love how my teacher
is always happy. She’s always
kind, and I love her for that.

3

She also always has a positive
attitude and a smile on her face.
I love how my teacher keeps
me safe. She knows what to do
during tornado drills, fire drills,
and lockdown drills. She always
quickly tells me what to do and
how to do it.
These are some of the reasons that Mrs. Anderson is my
favorite teacher. This is also why
I love her so much and all that
she does every day.

167 Shop Rd.
Kershaw, SC
(803) 475-8508

Lyles Motors
1315 Camp Dr.
Lancaster, SC
(803) 285-9537

Anna
Luis
Grade 5
Harrisburg
Elementary

Rapid Signs
415 W. Meeting St.
Lancaster, SC
(803) 286-7446

Comporium

Jessica
Garcia-Mora

www.comporium.com
(803) 283-9011

Grade 4
McDonald Green
Elementary

I love how she keeps me safe and is so positive
The
Teacher

Kershaw
Hardware &
Supplies

The
Student

Evelyn
Lockman
Grade 4
Indian Land
Elementary

521 Filling
Station

521 S. Hampton St.
Kershaw, SC
(803) 475-5211

Winona’s
Flowers &
Gifts

3177 Pageland Hwy.
Lancaster, SC
(803) 286-0010
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Kershaw IGA
513 S. Hampton St.
Kershaw, SC
(803) 475-6888

OCEANAGOLD
Haile Operation
7283 Haile Gold
Mine Rd.
Kershaw, SC
(803) 475-1220

Honorable Mentions
Her caring is an inspiration to me
The
Teacher

Daphne
Lathan
Buisness education
Indian Land High

Ray’s Florist
318 S. Main Street
Lancaster, SC
(803) 283-3339

Smalls Food
Center
610 N. Matson St.
Kershaw, SC
(803) 475-2109

Kevin
Robinson
Heating & Air
217 N. Hampton St.
Kershaw, SC
(803) 475-5483

Burgess
Funeral Home
& Crematory
1800 Charlotte Hwy.
Lancaster, SC
(803) 283-2100
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T

here is never a moment that
can’t be brightened in the
presence of Daphne Lathan, my
Personal Finance teacher.
She is the epitome of what all
teachers should be: she goes the
extra mile to make sure every
student she teaches not only
understands the material, but
learns an important life lesson as
well. She genuinely cares for her
students, and she is elated when

her pupils do well in
her class.
If you are hungry, she will feed
you; if you are
thirsty, she will give
you a drink, and if
you are cold, she would give
you the clothes on her back to
make sure you are warm.
It is this selfless compassion
that makes her an inspiration to

HM

me. When others see a problem,
she sees a solution, and when
others say “impossible,” she says
“anything is possible.”
She is the strongest, noblest,
most determined and intelligent
person I know, and I am honored
to have her as my teacher and
friend.

The
Student

Emmanuella
Sackey
Grade 12
Indian Land High

F.A.B.U.L.O.U.S is an acronym for all she is
The
Teacher

Michelle
White
STEM teacher
A.R. Rucker Middle

W

hen you go to middle
school, you have an
abundance of teachers. All teachers are unique and different.
No matter what, each teacher
is caring in his or her own way.
That is why it was so toilsome
to select just one teacher.
However, I selected my fabulous STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) teacher Michelle White.
Now, you might be wondering
why I say that my STEM teacher
is so “FABULOUS.” The truth

is, ”FABULOUS”
is an acronym for:
F-fun, A-amazing,
B-brainy, U-unique,
L-likeable, O-optimistic, U-universal,
S-super smart. To
me, Ms. White is all of these
things.
Even though the subject she
teaches is my favorite subject,
STEM, Ms. White makes STEM
more fun than I ever cogitated.
She is amazing, brainy, likeable and smart, thanks to all of

her universally-appealing and
unique projects, for example,
assigning my friends and me
a group project about “How to
Build a Stable Structure“ with
popsicle sticks and straws. I enjoy how she is always optimistic
in hectic situations!
That’s why Ms. White is so
“FABULOUS.” I’m overjoyed
to have such pleasant teachers
like Mrs. White.
So, who’s your favorite
teacher?

Another reason is she
helped a lot when we
found it hard to do.
She helped us find it
easy to do.
Also, when it
came to writing, she
helped me. Maybe that’s why I

came up with a story of Jupiter
and books with floating letters.
And with her help, I got a certificate with creative writing.
The best reason she’s my most
favorite teacher is that she always
cares about me. That’s why she
always wanted us to learn.

HM

The
Student

Annabeth
Adams
Grade 6
A.R. Rucker Middle

She’s my favorite because she always cares for us
The
Teacher

Deborah
Knight
Grade 4
Brooklyn Springs
Elementary

O

ne of my favorite teachers
is Deborah Knight. She
is the best fourth-grade teacher
ever!
I say that because she is so fun
to learn with. In her class when
it came to math, it was the best
time of the whole entire day,
maybe because I love math.

HM

The
Student

Jennifer
Flores
Grade 5
Brooklyn Springs
Elementary
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Art Contest Winners

Marsha
Patterson
State Farm

750 Canterbury Dr.
Lancaster, SC 29720
(803) 285-2064

The
Student

The
Teachers

USC
Lancaster

Julia
Craig

Zane
Gaskin

Grade 2
Buford Elementary

Grade 2
Buford Elementary

476 Hubbard Dr.
Lancaster, SC
(803) 313-7000
usclancaster.sc.edu

Burbee Place

Early Care &
Education Center

2

nd

Lancaster, SC
(803) 313-9015
Fort Mill, SC
(803) 548-7420

Quality
Pool & Spa

3

rd

654 Lancaster Bypass E.
Lancaster, SC
(803) 286-7665

The
Student

Morphis
Pediatric
Group

Tanner
Gaskin

The
Teacher

Kindergarten
Buford Elementary

The
Teachers
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Diane
Doss

Regina
Davis

Kindergarten
Buford Elementary

Kindergarten
Buford Elementary

The
Student

Leigh
Hardin

Jordan
Annett

Grade 2
Indian Land
Elementary

Grade 2
Indian Land
Elementary

HM

112-C Woodland Dr.
Lancaster, SC
(803) 416-5295

Dixie Bee
Supply

2672 Pageland Hwy.
Lancaster, SC
(803) 285-2337

“Your Fresh Local
Honey Source”
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